CBMS is one of the few national surveys that covers mathematical sciences in two-year colleges (2YCs). Data were gathered in the 2015-2016 academic year, through a survey instrument sent to a random sample of 222 2YCs selected from the 1,031 institutions in the US with two-year math programs. Approximately 54% of the sampled departments responded. Here is a small selection of findings:
A Sampling of the Findings
CBMS is one of the few national surveys that covers mathematical sciences in two-year colleges (2YCs). Data were gathered in the 2015-2016 academic year, through a survey instrument sent to a random sample of 222 2YCs selected from the 1,031 institutions in the US with two-year math programs. Approximately 54% of the sampled departments responded. Here is a small selection of findings:
• Between 2010 and 2015, 2YC enrollment in mathematics fell by 4% to 2.0 million.
• Between 2010 and 2015, enrollments in 2YC statistics courses increased by 104% to 445,000; calculus enrollments nudged up by 1% to 152,000.
• 58% of responding 2YCs implemented pathways course sequences, which include foundations, quantitative reasoning/literacy, and statistics as alternatives to many traditional pre-college courses. The CBMS Survey also covers mathematical sciences departments in four-year colleges and universities in the US (4YCUs). This sampling frame includes 1,470 bachelors-, masters-, and PhD-granting programs that offer degrees in mathematics, applied mathematics, statistics, mathematics education, actuarial science, computer science, and joint majors with other academic areas. These programs were stratified by degree offerings, and in academic year 2015-16, a total of 365 departments were sampled. Of these, a total of 269 responded.
Here are a few factoids regarding 4YCUs. In the study period:
• The total number of students earning bachelors degrees from all mathematical sciences departments increased by 18%.
• The total number of full-time and part-time mathematical sciences faculty increased by about 7%, much of that growth fueled by a 27% increase in the number of part-timers.
• Women comprised 31% of all full-time mathematical sciences faculty, 22% of all tenured faculty, and 36% of 
A Glimpse of the Big Picture
The combination chart above illustrates one of the many perspectives that can be gleaned from the current report and the ones before it. This graphic focuses coarsely on two of the central elements of undergraduate education: students enrolled in mathematical sciences courses, and students graduating with degrees in mathematics. Over the span of thirty years, math enrollments in 2YCs have generally increased and more or less doubled. During the same period, mathematical sciences enrollments in 4YCUs increased by a factor of about 1.5. Along with these curves, the chart shows the numbers of "traditional" mathematics/applied mathematics majors graduating from 4YCUs. Except for a dip in 2000, these counts have hovered between 12,000 and 13,500 from 1985 to 2015. To set all of this in the wider higher-education context, in the same 30-year period, overall 4YCU enrollments grew by a factor of roughly 1.7 to about 20 million in 2015.
About the Survey and Looking to the Future
The full report is available in pdf form at www.ams.org /profession/data/cbms-survey/cbms2015, and print copies can be requested through this page. Earlier CBMS reports are also housed here. Discussions are already under way for a similar study in 2020, and suggestions or questions to the steering group can be made through this web page. 
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